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Father Michael R. Acker-
man is Director of  the Office 
of  Priestly Vocations of  the 
Diocese of  Pittsburgh. He 
holds a B.A. in History (2005) 
and an M.A. in Education 
(2007), both from Duquesne 
University. After graduation, he 
taught history and economics 
at Riverview High School in 
Oakmont before entering the 
seminary. He obtained an M.A. 
in Philosophy (Duquesne, 
2010), and M.Div. and S.T.B. 
(both, Catholic University of  
America, 2014). He was or-
dained a priest of  the Diocese 
of  Pittsburgh in 2014. 
Sara B. Baron is university 
librarian at Duquesne Uni-
versity, having assumed that 
position on September 1, 
2015. She holds a bachelor’s 
and master’s degree in speech 
communication from Texas 
State University and an M.S. in 
library science from the Uni-
versity of  North Texas. She 
obtained a doctorate in higher 
education administration from 
the University of  Massachu-
setts in 2010. Dr. Baron is a 
past president of  the Catholic 
Library Association 2013-2015. 
She serves on the executive 
boards of  Catholic Research 
Resources Alliance (CRRA) 
and Pennsylvania Academ-
ic Library Consortium, Inc. 
(PALCI). She has published in 
Reference Librarian, the Journal of  
Library Management, and Catholic 
Library World.
John C. Bates, Esq., is a 
graduate of  Duquesne Univer-
sity (B.A., M.A., and J.D.). He 
is the retired Chief  Counsel of  
the Pittsburgh Office of  the 
U.S. Department of  Housing 
and Urban Development, and 
former president and secre-
tary of  the Catholic Historical 
Society of  Western Pennsyl-
vania. He is the author of  the 
Society’s history, which is being 
prepared for publication.
Katherine Koch is a Renais-
sance woman from Vienna, 
Ohio – a member of  Phi Beta 
Kappa and a summa cum laude 
graduate of  Kent State Uni-
versity with a B.S. in com-
puter science. By day she is a 
professional web developer, 
digital marketing specialist, 
and graphic designer. By night 
she is an independent scholar, 
historian, and novelist. She is 
captivated by stories of  the 
Passionist missionaries in her 
family, all of  whom had a pe-
culiar knack for tumbling into 
harm’s way during history’s 
most fascinating time periods. 
Bridget Malley graduated 
from Seton Hill University in 
2017, a proud fourth-genera-
tion Setonian. During her time 
at Seton Hill she worked in the 
university archives and spent a 
year as Director of  Operations 
for the award-winning Eye 
Contact art and literary maga-
zine. She is the current intern 
for the Archives of  the Sisters 
of  Charity of  Seton Hill and 
a student in the Master of  Li-
brary and Information Science 
(MLIS) program at the Univer-
sity of  Wisconsin–Milwaukee.
Father Joseph M. Mele is 
Episcopal Vicar for Leader-
ship Development and Evan-
gelization in the Diocese of  
Pittsburgh. He holds an M.Div. 
(St. Francis University), M.A. 
in Formative Spirituality and 
Ph.D. in Communications and 
Rhetoric (both, Duquesne 
University). In 1998, he was 
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appointed an Oxford Founda-
tion Fellow. He also served as 
rector of  St. Paul Seminary. He 
is the author of  the book, Sacred 
Conversation: The Art of  Catholic 
Preaching and the New Evangeliza-
tion (2013).
Sister Mary Mark Mullen, 
C.S.J., (1892-1972) was a mem-
ber of  the Congregation of  the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Baden. 
Prior to entering the community 
in 1924, she had worked as a ste-
nographer. From 1925 to 1932 
and 1948 to 1972, she taught in 
various schools in the Dioceses 
of  Pittsburgh and Altoona-John-
stown and served as principal of  
St. Titus School in Aliquippa for 
five years and St. Mary School 
in Freeport for six years. Sister 
Mary Mark served as a mission-
ary in China from 1933 to 1945 
and again from 1946 to 1948. 
She died in 1972. 
Michael T. Rizzi is Director of  
Student Services and Adjunct 
Professor at the University of  
Pittsburgh Graduate School of  
Public and International Affairs. 
He holds a Doctor of  Educa-
tion and an M.A. in Political 
Science from the University of  
Pittsburgh, and a B.S. in For-
eign Service from Georgetown 
University. He is a Pittsburgh 
native and a graduate of  Canev-
in High School. His articles 
have appeared in the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette, the Journal of  Cath-
olic Education, and the Journal of  
Catholic Higher Education.
Father Aleksandr J. Schrenk 
is a priest of  the Diocese of  
Pittsburgh, currently assigned as 
parochial vicar at SS. Simon and 
Jude, St. Margaret of  Scotland, 
and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton par-
ishes south of  the city of  Pitts-
burgh. In June 2018 he complet-
ed five years of  study in Rome, 
where he obtained a Bachelors 
in Sacred Theology from the 
Pontifical Gregorian University 
and a License in Sacred Theol-
ogy from the Patristic Institute 
Augustinianum of  the Pontifical 
Lateran University.
Sharon Serratore earned a Mas-
ter of  Theology from Duquesne 
University and a combined 
Bachelor’s degree in Communi-
cations and Economics from the 
University of  Pittsburgh.  Her 
ministry work includes Stephen 
Ministry, vocations, Pro-Life, 
and Unbound.  Her articles have 
appeared in the Pittsburgh Cath-
olic, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and 
Pittsburgh Tribune Review, and on 
Catholic websites.  Her strong 
sense of  mission has driven her 
in business, non-profit, and now 
in the New Evangelization.
Kathleen M. Washy is Archivist 
for the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  
Baden, a position she has held 
since 2013. Prior to that, she 
served as Archivist for Mercy 
Hospital/UPMC Mercy for 
more than twenty years. Since 
1991, she has been a member 
of  the Board of  Directors of  
the Catholic Historical Society 
of  Western Pennsylvania, hold-
ing many offices, including her 
current one of  Treasurer. She 
has also served as Consulting 
Archivist for Mercy Behavior-
al Health. She holds a B.A. in 
History and Anthropology from 
Gannon University, an M.A. in 
History from the University of  
Toronto, and an M.A. in History 
and Archival Administration, 
with a Certificate in Museum 
Studies, from Case Western Re-
serve University.
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